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CLUB INFORMATION

CLUB HONOURS AND RECORDS
West Yorkshire League Premier Division Champions: 2004–05
NCEL Presidents Cup Winners: 2008–09

Highest Attendance — 424 vs Wakefield AFC, NCEL Division One, 
28th January 2025

CLUB NOTICES



Records exist that a team from Nostell Colliery won a Wakefield
District football competition in the 1890s. The club has photographs
of Nostell Colliery teams from 1915 & 1921. At that time the football
field was not in the present location but on two sites fairly close by.

The Miner’s Welfare was formed in 1928 after the purchase of the land
by the Miners Trust Fund. The sum of £400 was paid to a local
landowner for 4.5 acres which includes the land on which the present
ground is situated. 

In the late 60’s the club had a period of sustained success, winning
several Wakefield District competitions and eventually being selected
to join the West Yorkshire League, lifting the Division 2 League and
Cup double in the 1966/67 season. However, the successful team
eventually broke up and the club went back to the Wakefield League in
the early 1970’s. Enjoying relative success the club began to develop
again; two teams were formed, the first team joining the West
Yorkshire League in 1982. However sadly even with mining subsidence
to the ground, fundraising of over £30,000 allowed the pitch to be
levelled off, drainage installed and other ground improvements,
Nostell Colliery was closed. The nearby colliery houses (1st to 7th
street) were demolished and the Welfare struggled to survive.

The football continued throughout this difficult period. Promotions
were seen through the divisions of the West Yorkshire League, which
eventually led us to our present NCEL status.

At this point, the club's most successful period in its distinguished
history was about to begin, with the appointment of 
Alan Colquhoun as 1st team Manager in the late 
1990’s. After initially struggling in the West 
Yorkshire Premier League - Alan scored two 
goals to save us from relegation!

CLUB HISTORY
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Gary Baker joined as Colquhoun’s assistant and the team gradually
improved, eventually being crowned Champions of the West Yorkshire
Premier League, lifting the corresponding Cup and appearing in 3
consecutive finals, 2 County Cup final appearances and lifting 6
Wakefield & District trophies among other successes.

Off the field, the introduction of the Coalfield Regeneration Trust
encouraged other funders to invest in the Miners Welfare. The ground
was officially renamed Crofton Community Centre with approximately
£1.5 million secured to provide the present facilities with Sport
England, Football Foundation and the FA providing substantial sums of
money to help the football side of the developments.

With the improvements on and off the field, a successful application
to the Northern Counties East League was made, heralding a new and
exciting venture for the Club.

Gaining promotion to the NCEL Division 1, Nostell finished a
respectable 4th in their first season 2006/7. Due to the Northern
Premier League reforming its structure, along with one NCEL going to
the wall for financial reasons, Nostell gained promotion to the NCEL
Premier Division. A terrific first season in the premier league 2007/8
saw Nostell finish 5th, having led the division for the first quarter.

The following season 2008/2009, successful cup runs in FA
Competitions caused an end-of-season fixture congestion. Playing
every Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday for the last six weeks of the
season, Nostell eventually finished 13th not losing to any of the top
four teams home and away. However, the Welfare, who were the
underdogs, beat Scarborough Athletic over 2 legs to win the
“Presidents Cup”, probably the highest point of Nostell’s recent
history.

During season 2008/9 Nostell had their first player to be signed by a
Football League club. Stockport County signed Oli Johnson who
impressed during a friendly fixture.
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Oli made an instant impact for County who sold him to Norwich City,
where he was involved in the League 1 Championship winning team.
Nostell got a percentage of the transfer fee and with appearances
monies eventually banked over £20,000.

During the campaign of 2015/16 season, despite a positive start, with
several occasion’s results failing to match performances, partway
through the season Simon and Paul left the club. Despite the hard
work and best endeavours of all those involved, players, committee
and management it wasn’t enough, as a result, the club was relegated
from the NCEL Premier League. 

A disastrous 2016/17 season in which the club finished bottom of
Division 1 we were offered a last-minute reprieve and retained our
status in the NCEL. 

Halfway through the 2017/18 season, the club was in difficulties once
again struggling in Division 1 another managerial change was 
inevitable. The appointment of joint Managers Simon Houghton & 
Jason Dodsworth with a huge amount of NCEL experience proved a 
turning point in the clubs’ fortunes, initially securing our NCEL status
and avoiding relegation.

The 2018/19 season was overall very positive accumulating the highest
number of points in a NCEL season than any previous Nostell side,
finishing a creditable fifth and securing a return for the club to The
Emirates FA Cup in 2019/20.

Having started the 2019/20 season like a house on fire with six straight
league wins in a row, form dipped, players left for pastures new, and
the season was heading towards a mid-table finish before COVID-19
struck. The rest is history as we all know. 

In guiding the clubs under 19’s & 21’s over the two previous seasons
reaching consecutive cup finals, league champions first time of asking
and a hugely creditable second place league finish behind a very
strong Harrogate Town u23’s,
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the committee agreed the way forward was to reward such success
and promote from within with the appointment of Ian Walker as First
Team manager for the 2020/21 season

Despite many new faces around the club, the emphasis is always to
support and develop our youth and junior footballers. Ian’s high work
ethic, attention to detail and loyalty of his successful group of young
rising stars gave them the opportunity to grow and make the step
forward to becoming regular first team players. Ian was in charge for
three seasons with mid-table respectability achieved on every
occasion. Because of work and personal issues Ian resigned after the
end of the 2023/24 season. Chairperson over his tenure and the of
Houghton and Dodsworth era, Kevin Allsop also stepped down at the
same time

The Club advertised extensively to recruit new blood for several key
positions and behind the scenes roles. The club received many
applicants, eventually after a long stressful process, a team
comprising of Liam Willingham, Mathew Wright, Mark Wright, Mark
Maspero and Chris Clay were appointed. Other volunteers for
important roles are also involved. The Club looked forward to the new
2024/25 season with a new sense of optimism. In September 2024
Liam made the decision to step down as Chairperson. This was a
shore tenure in post and as an interim measure Scott, Vice Chairman
became Chairperson. In October 2024 the committee appointed
Chris Clay as Chairperson for the club due to all his engagement and
enthusiasm around the club and his passion to drive the club forward. 
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The season has well and truly kicked off for the club with every team in
action last week. It was a great weekend and the buzz around is
something else this season. Last season we had 11 teams, this season
we have 19 and it's great to have so many new faces around the club,
smiling and enjoying football. We want the club to thrive and be a hub
for great football but also for people to really love being a part of a
community and feel a sense of belonging. The results are below and
we are thrilled with how well everyone did this weekend! Keep an eye
on our socials on Sunday night for updates on how everyone did this
weekend!

This year’s driver and theme is ‘One Club’. That means everyone
involved at the club. The Junior Section, Senior Section, Disability
Section and committee as well as anyone involved in any capacity. This
starts from everyone carrying the updated badge which we have now
fulled rolled out. Social Media isn’t just about one team, its about a
club so you’ll be seeing lots more about the club and teams in it, and
lastly means coming together for events and big promotion pushes
across the club. More info on this will follow very soon so keep an eye
on our website for more info! 

CLUB UPDATE
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July
26th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Winterton Rangers (League) (L) 1-0
29th Armthorpe Welfare vs Nostell Miners Welfare (Cup) (W) 3-2

August
2nd Goole AFC vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League) (L) 6-0
9th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Worsbrough Bridge Athletic (League)
(L) 2-1
12th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Crowle Colts (League) (L) 2-1
16th Selby Town vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League) (D) 1-1
23  Handsworth vs Nostell Miners Welfare (Cup) (W) 5-2rd

26th Wakefield AFC vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League) (L) 3-0
30th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Leeds UFCA (League) (L) 2-0

September
2nd Appleby Frodingham vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League) (W) 1-0
13th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Maltby Main (League) (W) 3-1
16th Ilkley Town vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
20th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Droylsden (Cup)
23rd Nostell Miners Welfare vs Route One Rovers (League)
27th Glasshoughton Welfare vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
30th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Harrogate Railway Athletic (League)

October
3rd Dearne & District vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
7th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Doncaster City (Cup)
11th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Louth Town (League)
15th South Leeds vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
18th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Doncaster City (League)
24th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Athersley Recreation (League)

November
1st Armthorpe Welfare vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
8th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Brigg Town (League)
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15th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Club Thorne Colliery (League)
22nd Winterton Rangers vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
29th Crowle Colts vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)

December
6th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Goole AFC (League)
13th Worsbrough Bridge Athletic vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
20th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Selby Town (League)
27th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Wakefield AFC (League)

January
 
3rd Leeds UFCA vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
10th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Appleby Frodingham (League)
17th Maltby Main vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
24th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Ilkley Town (League)
31st Route One Rovers vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)

February
7th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Glasshoughton Welfare (League)
14th Harrogate Railway Athletic vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
21st Nostell Miners Welfare vs Dearne & District (League)
28th Louth Town vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)

March
7th Nostell Miners Welfare vs South Leeds (League)
14th Doncaster City vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
21st Athersley Recreation vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
28th Nostell Miners Welfare vs Armthorpe Welfare (League)

April
4th Brigg Town vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
11th Club Thorne Colliery vs Nostell Miners Welfare (League)
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Droylsden were originally formed at the invitation of Joseph Cropper,
the landlord of the Butchers Arms public house, to play behind the
pub. After twenty years of friendlies and local leagues, disbandment,
reformations and changes of strip, the club emerged from World War I
the sole survivors amongst the village teams, and as members of the
Manchester League. The club also adopted their now traditional
colours of red and white, the inspiration for the unusual nickname of
The Bloods.
Two games in the 1921 Manchester Junior Cup Final against Hyde
United who were in the Manchester Football League attracted over
1,500 fans to see Hyde prevail. However, the Bloods had their revenge
two years later, taking the Cup from their local rivals.
The 1930s was the era of Droylsden's record goal scorer, Ernest "Gilly"
Gillibrand, scorer of 275 goals in just four seasons. Gilly's goals saw
Droylsden to the Manchester League Championship in 1931 and again
in 1933, and in the latter season he aided Droylsden to the Third
Qualifying Round in their first season in the FA Cup. In 1936, the club
successfully applied to join the Lancashire Combination and, a season
later, became a nursery club to Manchester City, whose A team played
at the Butchers Arms. Also their surplus players were available to
Droylsden, who were then disqualified from the FA Cup. When other
competitions were suspended in 1939 at the start of World War II,
Droylsden entered the Cheshire League, reaching their highest ever
league position as runners-up in their second season in 1945-46.
However, the club couldn't build on that start and, four seasons later,
failed in their second successive bid for re-election. Worse was to
come with the sale of the Butchers Arms lease to Belle Vue FC, who
renamed themselves Droylsden United. All of which meant that the
Bloods were forced out to the nearby Moorside 
Trotting Stadium. The town wasn't big enough for 
two clubs, especially with bad feeling between 
them, and after the local council bought the 
ground, a merger was negotiated.
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Droylsden came home in 1952 to a renovated ground whose pitch had
been rotated to its present position, finally eradicating a long-standing
drainage problem.

Two decades in the Combination ended in 1968 with a return to the
Cheshire League, after the formation of the Northern Premier League.
The club won the Manchester Senior Cup in 1973, 1976 and 1979 and
enjoyed some FA Cup success, reaching the Fourth Qualifying Round
four times in five seasons and the Cup proper twice.
In 1976 Droylsden lost 5-3 in a First round replay at Grimsby Town,
after a late home goal was disallowed. In 1978, Dave Taylor's goal at
Rochdale sent Drolysden through to a second round tie at home to
Altrincham, who ended the run with a 2-0 win. However when the late
1970s side broke up, Droylsden's fortunes slumped, and they finished
a distant bottom of the First Division in 1982. They were then placed in
Division Two of the new North West Counties Football League. The
unstable period ended with the appointment of Mark Fallon as player-
manager. In his second season Fallon guided the club to the Second
Division Championship, which was Droylsden's first senior honour.
After finishing third in the inaugural season of the Conference North in
2004-05, Droylsden were looking to go one better and reach the top
tier of non-league football for the first time in their history. 

A fourth-place finish in the 2005-06 season gave Droylsden a second
chance to reach the Conference National through the play-offs.
However, they narrowly missed out on promotion in a penalty shoot-
out in the final against Stafford Rangers.

On 29 March 2006 Droylsden lost 2-1 to Hyde United in the final of the
Manchester Premier Cup. On 18 April 2007 they beat Flixton 3-0 in the
final of the Manchester Premier Cup. Three days later they beat
Harrogate Town 2-0 and so won promotion to the Conference
National as Conference North champions with two games in hand.
However, they struggled in the Conference National, and were
relegated back to the Conference North on 8 April even though
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they beat Farsley Celtic 2-1, due to Weymouth's draw against Grays
Athletic the same evening. 

A return to the blue square north in the 2008/09 season saw
Droylsden finish seventh with an almost completely rebuilt squad.
Winners of the Manchester cup and a long unbeaten run in the FA cup,
only to be disqualified for an administration error regarding an
ineligible player.
2009/10 saw Droylsden clinch a play off spot finishing fifth in the
league and after a great display against Fleetwood Town winning 2-0,
they lost the away leg 3-1 and went out 5-4 on penalties
 
The 2010/11 season threw up a mixed bag of results and given the high
standards the club has set itself over recent years it was a
disappointment not to be involved in the play offs, having said that the
club continues to punch above its weight in the Blue Square North on
low attendances and should be proud that they are able to compete in
such a tough league against clubs of such high pedigree.
The FA Cup and the FA Trophy runs were highlights of the season. The
team got further than ever before in The Trophy which was a fantastic
achievement in itself. The club was also involved in a great FA Cup run
culminating in drawing at home to Leyton Orient on live television only
to be beaten in extra time at the away replay in a somewhat bizarre
ending to a game in which for long periods the Bloods outplayed the
O's. Silverware was once again in the trophy cabinet courtesy of
another Manchester Premier Cup win over Ashton United in the final.
The Bloods winning a competitive game 4-3.

 
The 2011/12 season saw the Bloods finish in a respectable ninth
position in the Blue Square North.
They exited the FA cup at the 4th qualifying round after two games
with Blyth Spartans which was disappointing as they dominated these
matches but could not convert the chances that came their way. A
great win over Mansfield Town at home in the FA Trophy was a season 
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highlight but they were beaten in the next round by Kidderminster
Harriers. Droylsden’s dominance of the M/cr premier cup in recent
years came to an end when they were not in a position to field a team
to contest the final, the game and the cup were awarded to Mossley.

The 2012/2013 season proved to be the worst season for a good
number of years in terms of both results and off field problems,
financial constraints on the club meant that more resources were
channelled into sorting out these finances and the playing side
obviously suffered, perhaps inevitably relegation loomed for most of
the season despite the best efforts of management and players.  So a
new start in a new league beckons for 2013/2014 in the Evo Stik
Premier league. 

The 2013/2014 season was a disaster on the field but off it a great
triumph was relatively unheralded outside the club and that was the
achievement of staying in business and being able to continue the
history of Droylsden FC, all funds were channelled into paying off our
debts with nothing left for the playing budget, inevitably despite the
best efforts of everyone involved relegation to the Evo Stik first
division ensued, hopefully now is the time for rebuilding as we look to
the future and try to put the dark days behind us.

The 2014/2015 season finally saw some stability return to the club, off
the field our chairman managed to bring our finances under control
with the settlement of a large debt, and on the field we were in a
position to field a competitive team for the first time in a few seasons.
A mid table finish was a great improvement on previous years and
whilst it was not a remarkable season in terms of success it does look
as if we have managed to stop the downward spiral the club had been
involved in and it gives us a platform to try and bring some success
back to the club, this season did prove to the Droylsden faithful that
there is light at the end of a long, dark tunnel and hopefully this season
can be the start of another journey onwards and upwards.
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The 2015/2016 season was another season of consolidation and was
pretty much          nondescript in the main, no good cup runs and a
league campaign which was disappointing, although there was never a
real possibility of relegation a final league position of 19  was not what
anyone had wanted or expected but the club showed its fortitude
once again by maintaining its trading position and there is real hope
that as we progress off the field we can once again do the same on
the field.

th

The 2016/2017 season was a season of underachievement, in that the
team never really fulfilled its true potential on the pitch, we were back
to the good football and passing which has been our hallmark in the
past but too many games were either lost or drawn and a thirteenth
position in the league was not the impact which was wanted, however
all bodes well for the next season as it is hoped many of the current
squad will remain and with a few additions we are all looking forward to
another exciting campaign.

The 2017/2018 season was definitely a season of two halves, the run
up towards the festive period was looking good, good league position
and going well, culminating in the team of the month award for
December but the new year saw the onset of a really poor run of form
which left all our early progress in tatters, eventually finishing in 13
position in the league, safe, but not good enough for the Bloods
faithful who were hoping for better times especially given our
blistering start. 

th

The 2018/2019 season was a season of under achievement the team
finished in fourteenth position at the end and although it started quite
brightly there was no consistency throughout and any hopes of a
return to the premier division were quashed sooner then we all had
hoped, we were never looking to be in a position where we were in
danger of relegation but for the Bloods faithful and indeed the
management it was not the season they had hoped for. 
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With the nation put into lockdown in March 2020, the club’s season in
the NPL came to an end. The club was badly hit by loss of revenues
during the pandemic and withdrew from the league. A fan’s forum in
early 2023 and fundraising events saw the club revived and its
application to join the North West Counties League for the start of
the 2023-24 was successful. Starting from scratch and whittling down
the 130 prospective players who turned up for a trial on a boiling hot
June afternoon, the club would reach the playoffs in the 1st Division
South in that first season, narrowly losing to Stockport Town while also
reaching both semi finals of the NW Counties Cup competitions Last
season the club maintained a top five position having been moved to
the First Division North throughout the season and after winning on
penalties in the semi final of the playoffs would miss out on promotion
after a disappointing 2-0 home defeat to Euxton Villa in the playoff
final 
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OUR OPPOSITION SQAUD
Jordan Latham
Ethan Smyth
Harry Shipton
Jamie Robinson
Emmanuel Udjor Omorogbe
Luis Cantello
Yasir Salim
Harry Forshaw
Kyle Campbell

Caelan Kilheeney
Nellson Van
Liam Moran
Sam Oliver
Abel Aredu
Alik Babayan
Cody Artwell
George West
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5 MINUTE WORDSEACH

RIDDLE: WHAT FIVE-LETTER WORD TYPED
IN ALL CAPITAL LETTERS CAN BE READ THE

SAME UPSIDE DOWN?

RIDDLE OF THE WEEK:
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